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IS YOUR CHILD HAPPY IN SCHOOL?
WANT AN ALTERNATIVE?

NOW OPEN!
Contact us for more details

www.wheelhouse.life
info@wheelhouse.life

Follow us on FB!

Taking a leap
Esther Cooke and Ross Smithard

The Leap Concert is happening at 
Cygnet Town Hall on May 4. The 
Leap Concert has become a tra-
dition that Cygnet resident Esther 
Cooke started when her mother 
died on a leap day 16 years 
ago. Esther says, “I just thought, 
we have a whole extra day in our 
year, so what do I want to do to 

make it really count? Something 
that expands my expectations of 
myself and makes me (and my 
mum) proud.” So the Leap Con-
cert was born.  This year there was 
no venue available for leap day 
so Esther decided to go for May 
4th (May the fourth be with you!) 

Council calls for improved 
government support
Mayor Paula Wriedt welcomed 
the announcement that the state 
government had formed its new 
cabinet and called on the premier 
to support the need for improved 
health, emergency and sporting 
facilities in Kingborough. 
“The council is keen to see work 
progress on the $30 million up-
grade of the Kingston Health 
Centre announced by the state 
government in last year’s budget,” 
Cr Wriedt said.
“Ideally the upgrade would lead 
to the creation of an Urgent Care 
Clinic to service the needs of 
Kingborough and Huon Valley 
communities, reducing pressure on 
the Royal Hobart Hospital, but also 
easing ongoing traffic congestion 
for residents travelling from this 

region to the city.  
“I would urge the new government 
to make this a priority sooner, 
rather than later,” Cr Wriedt said. 
“Several months ago the state 
government undertook a pre-
liminary assessment to establish 
an Emergency Services Hub in 
Kingborough which will include 
police, fire, ambulance and the 
State Emergency Service. The hub 
would not only provide additional 
space and contemporary facilities 
for our first responders, but would 
also see an SES presence in the 
municipality for the first time.  
“We know there is a need in the 
community for this type of service. 
On many occasions we have heard 
collectively as a council of the 

Brochure highlights Cygnet walks
A brochure featuring attractive 
short walks around the Cygnet 
region has recently been produced 
by the Cygnet Association (tCA).
The walks, ranging from just 20 
minutes to two hours (6.7km) were 
compiled by tCA member, Michael 
Garner, a former Parks and Wild-
life Service senior ranger.
The brochure, available at the 
town hall tourist office features 
12 walks with a note stating that 

they are aimed at encouraging the 
community and visitors to get out, 
exercise in the local area and enjoy 
this beautiful locality.
The walks mainly follow quiet local 
roads and paths.
Plotting and describing the walks, 
then obtaining a community grant 
to have the booklet published was 
a year’s project, but, says Michael 
Garner, was well worth it as the 
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Strange but true
GENERAL
Amnesty Southern monthly 
meeting 5pm, Bridge Cottage, 1st 
Monday of the month. 0487 589 844
Bruny Island Quarantine Sta-
tion 816 Killora Rd, North Bruny 
0436 946 001
Community Shed West Winds 
Community Centre, enquiries  
6267 4713
Cygnet Community Arts 
Council Gai 6295 0032 or 
Facebook page
Cygnet Gallery 9 Mary St. 10am-
4pm, daily for local arts & crafts.
Cygnet Living History Museum  
37 Mary St. Open most days 11am-
2pm. 6202 9713 and cygnetmu-
seum@clhm.org
Cygnet Riding Club Play Day 
2nd weekend of the month. Instruc-
tion day 4th weekend of the month. 
cygnet.riding.club@gmail.com
Gym Class at West Winds 
Mon, Wed, Fri 9-10am & 6-7pm. 
6267 4713
Kingston Croquet Club – social 
croquet –  Beginners welcome. 0405 
181 121 and kingstoncroquetclub@
gmail.com
Online Access Centre 10am-
4pm Mon to Thurs, West Winds 
Community Centre. 6267 4713
Port Cygnet Land and Water 
Care Enq. 0429 868 833
Port Cygnet Mens Shed  
10am-3pm, Mon to Fri.  
Noel 0448 928 068
Soft Fit Classes at West Winds 
Mon, Wed, Fri 11.30am-12.30pm
St Ayles Skiff Rowing most days, 
Cygnet. Keith 0427 467 225
U3A Cygnet  
membership@cygnet.au
West Winds Op Shop  
Tues, Wed, Thurs, 10am-2pm.  
Fri 10am-2pm. Woodbridge. 
Wombats Childcare  
Mon to Thurs 8.30am-3.30pm, West 
Winds, Woodbridge, school terms 
only. 6267 4713
MONDAY
Craft Chat Group 10am-12pm, 
West Winds, Woodbridge. 6267 4713
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) 5.30-7pm, 
Burtons Reserve, Cygnet. 6295 0136
Cygnet Singers Choir 
Cygnet Sports Centre 7.30-9.30pm, 
Amanda. 6264 1182
Badminton 10am, Cygnet Sports 
Centre. 6264 0370
Games(general) & mah jong 
alternating weekly. GeCo, Geeveston. 
12pm. 0437 050 746.
Geeveston Hartz Girl Guides 
(11+) 5-7pm during term time. 
0400 908 412 
Geeveston Platypus Girl 
Guides (7-10yrs) 3.15-4.45pm, 
during term time. 0400 908 412
Joey Scouts (5-8 yrs) 4-5pm, 
Burtons Reserve, Cygnet. 6295 0136
Kingborough Women’s Club 
Needlework 10am-12pm, 34 
Ewing Ave Kingston Beach.  
6286 8206
Mah Jong Monday
Huon Valley Hub, 23 Main Street 
Huonville, 10.30am-2pm. 6264 0300
Seniors Strength for Life  
9.30am Huonville. Pls phone Irene  
0412 705 199
Tai Chi/Qigong  
9.30-11am. Cygnet Supper Room. 
Sylvie 0487 589 844
Cygnet U3A Book Club  
1.30-4pm, Last Mon of mth.  
Lyn 0477 550 171

Woolcraft Spinning Group  
1st & 3rd Mon. 9am-12.30pm 
Cygnet Health Centre.  
Anne 0419 559 532
Yoga at Kettering 10-11.30am.  
Janice 0401 253 139
TUESDAY
ALP Huon Branch 2nd Tuesday 
7pm, Huonville. 0419 585 369
Art Group 10am-1pm, Huonville 
Library, 1 Skinner Dr. 6121 7010
Badminton 7-9pm, Cygnet 
Sports Centre. 6264 0370
Cygnet Choir 6.30-8pm, Cygnet 
Town Hall. Rose 0403 918 404
Cygnet Sea Dragons Junior
Soccer Club training (boys & 
girls born 2015 & 2017-2019) 3.30-
4.30pm. Cygnet Primary School Oval. 
cygnetseadragons@gmail.com
Dover Devils Soccer Club
(kinder-grade 6) 4-5pm, Jim Casey 
Oval, Dover. www.facebook/dover-
devils, doverdevilsinc@gmail.com
Girls Group Gym Classes at 
West Winds 5-6pm. 6267 4713
Mah Jong Cygnet 12-4pm. 
Beginners most welcome. Enq. 
6-7pm: 0437 050 746 or email: 
bekkema.tas@gmail.com
Pickleball 3.30-5.30pm, Cygnet 
Sports Centre. 6264 0370
Rock ‘n’ Rhyme/Storytime 
11.30am, Cygnet Library
Rotary Club Huon Valley 1st and 
3rd Tues, 6.30pm, Huonville Bowls 
Club. Wayne 0431 171 508
Tai Chi/Qigong at West 
Winds 10am-11.30am. Sylvie 
0487 589 844
The Roses Craft Group
10am, Port Cygnet Sailing Club. 
0421 814 988
Uthando Project Making dolls 
for Zulu children. 11am-3pm. 
Uniting Church, Mary St, Cygnet. 
6295 1953
U3A Cygnet Creative 
Writing  
10am-12pm. David 6295 0518
U3A Cygnet Play Reading 
Group  
1.30-4pm. Catriona 6297 8240
WEDNESDAY
Cygnet Area Concert Band 
Beginners 3-3.40pm. Senior 
band 4-5.30pm, general purpose 
room Cygnet Primary Sch. 0459 
041 762
Cygnet Branch Pensioners  
Association 1st Wed, 1.30-
3.30pm, The Enjoy Church.  
0437 489 771
Cygnet Sea Dragons Junior
Soccer Club training (boys 
& girls born 2012-2013) 3.30-
4.45pm. Cygnet Primary School Oval. 
cygnetseadragons@gmail.com
Cygnet Sew-cials 11am-3pm, 
workshop behind Cuckoo. cygnet.
sewcials@gmail.com
Cygnet U3A Smorgasbord 
of Talks 10am-12.15pm. 
secretary@cygnet.au
Huon Explorer Guides  
10-14yrs, 4-6pm, Huonville Guide 
Hall. 6266 4283
Huon River Guides 5-10yrs, 
3.30-5.30pm, Huonville Guide 
Hall. 6266 4283
Huon Valley Concert Band  
7pm, Huonville Community Church. 
0429 868 833
Kingborough Women’s Club 
Mahjong 10.15am, 34 Ewing 
Ave, Kingston Beach (Kingston 
Beach Oval), beginners welcome. 
6267 4842

Lions Club of Port Cygnet 1st 
& 3rd Wed, 6.30pm, Top Pub, Cygnet 
Meditation 11am, Huonville 
Library. BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. 
dagrich@aapt.net.au
Men’s soccer 7-9pm, Cygnet 
Sports Centre. 6264 0370
Rollerskating 4-6pm, Cygnet 
Sports Centre. 6264 0370
Woodbridge & Channel 
District Probus Club 2nd Wed 
10am-12pm, West Winds  
Community Centre. 6267 4665
Yoga 9.30am, Huonville Library. 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL.  
dagrich@aapt.net.au
Women’s soccer (social) 
6-7pm, Cygnet Sports Centre. 
6264 0370
THURSDAY
Bingo fundraiser 6pm, every 
2nd Thu. Huonville Bowls & Com-
munity Club. Ros 0417 780 891
Cygnet Community Craft 
Group 10.30am, 8 Mary St. 
6295 1953
Cygnet U3A Garden & 
Gourmet 10am-12pm. Elaine 
0427 172 179
Cygnet CWA Cakes and 
Crafts Shop 10am-2pm, Bridge 
Cottage, Burtons Reserve, Cygnet. 
Kath 0419 582 390
Cygnet Sea Dragons Junior
Soccer Club training (boys & 
girls born 2014 & 2016) 3.30-
4.45pm. Cygnet Primary School 
Oval. cygnetseadragons@gmail.com
Food for Life Hot veggie meals. 
Cygnet Uniting Church Thu 12pm-
1.30pm; Steve 0403 788 591
Kettering Community Assoc 
1st Thu of mth. 7pm. Kettering  
Community Hall.
Scouts (11-15 yr olds) & Venturer 
Scouts (15-18 yr olds), 7-9pm Bur-
tons Reserve, Cygnet. 6295 0136
Seniors Strength for Life  
9am Huonville. Pls phone Irene  
0412 705 199
Games Day (all type of games)  
11am-4pm. Enq. 6-7pm:  
0437 050 746 or email: 
bekkema.tas@gmail.com
Table Tennis 10am, Cygnet Sports 
Centre. 6264 0370
FRIDAY
Cygnet Motorcyclists 9.30am 
coffee and ride, Old Bank Cafe
Cygnet Sea Dragons Junior
Soccer Club training (boys & 
girls born 2018-2010) U15/16 Youth 
team. 4pm. Cygnet Primary School 
Oval. cygnetseadragons@gmail.com
Friends of the Kingston  
Library Book Sale 1st and 3rd 
Fri, 10am-12pm, Kingston Library
Live Blues last Fri/month, 7pm 
@ Geeveston Ex-Services Club, 
LightwoodBottomBluesClub.com 
Parlons Français! 10am-12pm, 
term time, Huonville Library. 6121 7010
Tai Chi/Qigong  
6-7.30pm. Cygnet Supper Room.  
Sylvie 0487 589 844
SATURDAY
Seventh-day Adventist, Crescent 
Drive, Margate. 9.30am Bible Study; 
11am Worship Service
Writers Group 1st & 3rd 
Saturday, 10am-12pm Huonville 
Library. 6121 7010
SUNDAY 
Anglican Parish of Channel  
& Cygnet 9.30am – Woodbridge, 
10am – Cygnet.
Margate Garden Club last Sun 
mth outings. Anne 6267 2152
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Cash heist
Thieves have stolen up to $US30 million 
in cash from a money storage facility in 
L.A., in an audacious raid that has been 
described as one of the biggest heists in 
the city’s history. The culprits are believed 
to have broken into a warehouse belong-
ing to Canada based security company 
GardaWorld via the roof, at about 4.30am 
on Easter Sunday, before cracking the safe 
and fleeing the scene. They also tried to 
breach the building’s side in the raid, which 
triggered one alarm but the raid was not 
discovered until Monday. Security analysts 
said the thieves almost certainly had inside 
intelligence, and that the weight of their cash 
haul may have exceeded three tonnes. The 
FBI and Los Angeles police are investigating.

No show fines
French patients would have to pay a 5 
Euro fine if they miss a GP appointment, 
under new rules proposed by the prime 
minister, Gabriel Attal, last week. Doctors 
in France report an estimated 27 million no 
shows per year, he said, and he predicted 
that the fines would free up 20 million 
appointments. Patients would give their 
credit or debit card details when booking, 
allowing doctors to fine them if they fail to 
turn up without 24 hours’ notice or a good 
excuse. However, the plan has immediately 
come under fire from doctors’ unions and 
patients’ groups, who said it would strain 
doctor patient relations, and was an at-
tempt to blame members of the public 
for the health system’s shortcomings. The 
plan is one of several proposed by Attal 
last week, to boost French healthcare in 
the face of staff shortages, increasing costs 
and growing demand. Among the others 
was an expansion of medical school places.

Count Binface
Count Binface has unveiled his manifesto 
for the London mayoral election. In his 
list of 24 policies, the spoof candidate 
pledged to force Thames Water bosses to 
take a dip in the Thames to see how they 
like it; to ban shops from selling crois-
sants for more than £1.10; to turn the 
Millennium Dome into a nature reserve; 
and to force those using speaker phones 
on public transport to watch a box set of 
The One Show. Binface is also pledging to 
turn shops that play Christmas music be-
fore December into public libraries, and 
to build at least one affordable house. 

Statistics watch
60% of Gen Zers (those aged 12 to 27) 
believe that table manners are no longer 
relevant. More than a third admit to using 
their phones at the table, and more than 
three-quarters say that leaving elbows off 
the table is outdated nonsense.

Bons mots
“Taste has no system and no proofs.” 
– Susan Sontag, writer, critic and intel-
lectual, USA
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For more
information

scan QR
code here

Near & Far  
showcases genuine  

Afghani hand-knotted  
rugs & kilims  
of various sizes

Come in to find beautiful gifts. 
Possum & merino wear. Tights 
& leggings. Knitting wool & 
needles. Jewellery & lots more. 

30 Mary St, Cygnet
0488 784 175

OPEN Wed-Fri 10-5
Sat-Sun 10-4

30B Mary Street, Cygnet
Opening hours  

Tue-Fri 10am-4pm
Saturday 10am-1pm

Ph 0407 273 678 

Now IN SToRE

New season’s  
pinwale stretch and  

other corduroys.  
Boiled wool  

100% merino fabric  
– perfect for winter wear. 

More Nundle knitting  
and sock wool  
– great colours

Ph 6295 1708 TO ADVERTISE

time delays in providing adequate 
medical emergency support for our 
community, as well as the lack of 
space at the Kingston Police Sta-
tion for their staff – they are simply 
bursting at the seams and cannot 
accommodate any additional al-
location of officers within the con-
straints of their existing location.
“An Emergency Services Hub in 
Kingborough would be of great 
benefit to everyone in our munici-
pality and the Huon, particularly 
during a major emergency or natu-
ral disaster, providing a space for 
a co-ordinated response through 
an incident control centre. 
“We are aware that the state gov-
ernment’s preferred location was 
identified as the council’s works 
depot on the Channel Highway in 
Kingston (opposite the United Ser-
vice Station adjacent to Bunnings). 
“It’s great that the state govern-
ment has responded to our calls 
for this type of emergency services 
hub in Kingborough, but now we 
need them to make this a reality by 
funding the relocation of the depot 
facilities to free up the land and to 

look at funding the Spring Farm 
connector road to provide the 
necessary linkage for emergency 
vehicles to get from the site to the 
Huon Highway. 
“Throughout successive elections, 
the council has also been calling 
out for funding help to support 
Kingborough’s sporting infrastruc-
ture in light of significant growth 
in the area.  
“Indeed, the Kingborough Sports 
Centre precinct houses 33 differ-
ent sporting clubs and with par-
ticipants coming from further than 
just Kingborough and the Huon the 
area is servicing a potential catch-
ment of over 100,000 people. 
“We are literally bursting at the 
seams at the Kingborough Sports 
Centre, and there is no room for 
teams such as basketball, net-
ball, pickleball, volleyball, futsal, 
badminton or walking football to 
expand.
“We are calling on funding to 
support the construction of two 
new multipurpose indoor courts 
which would allow the expansion 
of these and other sporting teams. 

“Every election for the last 15 years 
we have seen significant promises 
being made for sporting infrastruc-
ture in many other municipalities 
with much smaller populations, 
especially in the north and north 
west of the state, yet little has been 
allocated to the southern region 
where the most population growth 
has been.  
“It’s time to address this inequity 
and support our active communi-
ties,” Cr Wriedt said. 

Kingboorugh CounCil

Council calls for improved government support

Recycle Coach is an app that 
Kingborough residents can down-
load onto their mobile phones to 
make their waste and recycling 
lives easier.  
Look up waste and recycling 
schedules on the app and find 
what items can go in your recy-
cling bin. 
To download the app head to the 
App Store or Google Play or visit 
https://www.kingborough.tas.gov.
au/services/waste-recycling/recy-
cling/recycle-coach/ to find more 
information.

Kingborough Waste serviCes

Recycling 
reminder app 
available

From front page 
instead. Ross Smithard, Malcolm 
Martin, Rose Wilson and Helen 
Merrick will be ‘leaping’ with 
Esther, with diverse and slightly 
different to what you might expect 
performances. “I love to encour-
age and support others to make 
their own leap, we’re all so much 
more capable than we think,” 
says Esther. 

Taking a leap
Doors open at 5.30pm and the 
concert starts at 6pm. Bring your 
own food and drink. The seating 
is open and there will be tables 
available. Tickets are $22 per 
adult in advance, kids under 12 
years are free, and are available 
at https://events.humanitix.com/
leap-concert

esther CooKe
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Authorised by Rosalie W
oodruff, Parliam

ent House, Hobart, TAS 7000

Consulting space available for lease

KINGSTON BEACH HEALTH CENTRE

Kingston Beach Health Centre provides  
the following Allied Health Services

Podiatry • Speech Pathology • Chiropractic Therapy  
• Mental Health Social Work • Clinical Psychology  

• Massage Therapy • Psychotherapy/Counselling • Dietetics 
• Diabetes Education • Audiology • Provisional Psychology

For details or to arrange an appointment 
Phone 6229 9844 or visit our website www.kbhc.com.au

2 Recreation Street, Kingston Beach / Ph 6229 9844

oakandrose.com.au

PREMIUM GARDEN 
TOOLS

CHECK OUT THE RANGE
ONLINE OR SEE US AT

THE CYGNET MARKET

PODIATRY
Kingston Beach
Health Centre
DAnIel lewIs 
DAvID webbY

TRAcY mcmenAmIn
mARee GRAHAm

All aspects of foot care:
• Orthotics
• Nail care
• Corns

• Diabetic
 assessment
• Heel pain  
 (plantar fasciitis)

Appointments  
available

Phone 6229 9844
Book online

www.daniellewispodiatry.com

or visit Kingston Beach
Health Centre,  

2 Recreation Street

Fred direen
excavations  

& Skip Bin Hire

experienced  
operators

0448 978 974

Landcare Tasmania hosted a 
school holiday event focused on 
platypus and waterbug discovery 
on Monday 15 April at Garden 
Island Creek. The aim of this 
sold-out event was to connect 
children and families with their 
local environment and active 
Landcare groups.
Local children and families en-
gaged in a hands-on exploration 
of the unique wildlife and water 
ecosystems of Tasmania. Par-
ticipants took the opportunity to 
delve into the fascinating world 
of platypuses and waterbugs 
through various activities and 
presentations.
John Gooderham, a freshwater 
ecologist, and Simon Roberts 
from the Upper Huon Wildlife 
Monitoring Group led discussions 
and activities, shedding light on 
the behavior, habitat, and impor-
tance of platypuses in the local 

creek ecosystem.
Children got the chance to em-
bark on a waterbug identification 
adventure with John Gooderham, 
using the latest technology and 
tools to collect and identify local 
waterbugs. This interactive session 
fostered a deeper understanding 
of aquatic biodiversity and en-
couraged environmental steward-
ship among young participants.
“Children found out what types 
of waterbugs are on the menu for 
the platypus that live in Garden 
Island Creek. There were 20 dif-
ferent types of waterbugs found on 
the day,” said John Gooderham, 
from the The Waterbug Company. 
“Adding all these bugs together 
gave this bit of river an ecologi-
cal health score of 6.2 ...which is 
high. It will be a green dot on the 
Waterbug Blitz maps.”
Furthermore, attendees learnt 
practical ways to contribute to 
conservation efforts, such as 
adopting platypus monitoring 
sites and participating in local 
Landcare initiatives.
“With 69 people – 45 children 
and 24 adults – in attendance, 
it was the largest Waterbug Blitz 
event ever in Tasmania. It was a 
unique opportunity for children 
and families to connect with na-
ture and learn about the incred-
ible wildlife in their backyards,” 
said Bianca Burford, education 
coordinator at Landcare Tasma-
nia. “Events like these not only 
educate but also inspire a new 
generation of environmental 
custodians.”
The event was made possible 
through the generous support 
of the Huon Valley Council, the 
Friends of Garden Island Creek 
Landcare Group and the Depart-
ment of Premier and Cabinet’s 
Premier’s Fund for Children and 

Young People.
Keen to be involved in more 
waterbug surveys, spending time 
at local creeks and waterways 
or be part of the next Know 
Your Local Patch event? Contact 
Landcare Tasmania through our 
website to RSVP: http://www.
landcaretas.org.au

Upcoming events
•  Sunday 28 April, from 1pm to 

4pm at Mountain River. Places 
are limited, please contact 
Landcare Tas to RSVP.

•  Sunday 26 May, from 1pm to 
4pm at Lonnavale. Places are 
limited, please contact Land-
care Tas to RSVP.

landCare tasmania

Anura Arden-Wong collecting 
waterbugs with the help of mum 
Anna and waterbug expert John 
Gooderham. (Photo: Bianca Bur-
ford).

Children connect with nature at platypus 
and waterbug discovery session
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each month all year

 

Cygnet
Market

Ph Mez 0438 692 179
Cygnet Community Hub

Next market May 5

10am - 2pm
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6267 1896 
0439 610 640 

enquiries@channelcon.com.au 
1686 Channel Highway, Margate 

 

 

Renovations & Extensions 
New Homes 
New Kitchens  
Kitchen Upgrades 
Laundries, Vanities, Bathrooms 
 

Free Consultation 
Available Now! 

 

CONSTRUCTION & JOINERY

David 
O’BYRNE

MP for Franklin

6212 2328
1/17 Bligh St, 

Rosny Park

HMAS Huon 
crew coming  
to Huonville 
On Saturday 4 May 2024, the 
crew of HMAS Huon will be visiting 
their ship’s namesake region, the 
Huon Valley.
This will be a very significant oc-
casion, as the HMAS Huon is set 
to be decommissioned soon, so 
an event like this may not take 
place again.
The crew and Navy band will set 
off from the Huonville Cenotaph 
in Heron Street at 10.30am and 
march along Main Street. They’ll 
stop at the War Memorial building 
to meet our local Tasmania Police 
sergeant who will grant the proces-
sion “Freedom of Entry” into the 
town. The march will continue to 
the Huonville Town Hall.
Huonville’s Main Street between 
Heron Road and the traffic circle 
(including Sale Street to Skinner 
Drive) will be closed to traffic for 
approximately 30 minutes between 
10.30am and 11am. Traffic will 
be diverted during this time and 
we will be taking all the necessary 
measures to ensure minimal dis-
ruption and inconvenience.
You’re invited to stick around after 
the parade and meet the crew in 
the town hall from 11.15am.
Everyone is encouraged to join in, 
line Huonville’s Main Street and 
welcome the crew!
The HMAS Huon ship will unfor-
tunately not be visiting Tasmania 
for this event, as it is set to be 
decommissioned soon.
Further information about the 
Freedom of Entry event can be 
found on the Huon Valley Council 
website.

huon valley CounCil

Transformer project given 
the green light

environment through art.”
The Transformer artwork includes 
a pavilion with reflective interiors 
that will create a kaleidoscope 
viewing effect which will provide 
visitors with a unique perspective 
of the surrounding landscapes, 
including the Southwest National 
Park within the globally significant 
Tasmanian World Heritage Wil-
derness Area.
“It is expected to attract 30,000 
people to the area each year,” 
Minister Duigan said.
Darklab Pty Ltd submitted a 
concept as part of the Tour-
ism EOI process, established 
to reinvigorate visitation to the 
Huon Valley region following the 
2019 bushfires, with the project 
receiving funding support from 
the Tasmanian and Australian 
governments.
PWS is now working closely with 
Darklab to finalise the lease for 
the Ida Bay site.

niCK duigan, 
minister for ParKs and

 environment

A major drawcard for the Huon 
Valley region has taken another 
step forward.
Transformer, Darklab’s ‘destina-
tion’ public artwork and visitor 
centre proposal, has been ap-
proved by Tasmania Parks and 
Wildlife Service (PWS). 
The Transformer artwork and visi-
tor centre, to be built and oper-
ated in the Ida Bay State Reserve, 
will be a major drawcard for 
Tasmania and advance the visitor 
economy in the south.
Since the project’s development 
application was approved by the 
Huon Valley Council, Darklab’s 
project planners have worked 
closely with PWS.
Minister for parks and environ-
ment, Nick Duigan, said the 
relevant environmental assess-
ment documentation to secure 
approvals for the development 
to progress have now been com-
pleted.
“This is an exciting step forward 
for the project, submitted as 
part of the tourism EOI process, 
and the Tasmanian government 
remains committed to seeing the 
development progress,” Minister 
Duigan said.
“It will generate sustainable 
growth to our visitor economy and 
support jobs, particularly in the 
Huon Valley region. Transformer 
will be a unique project, one 
that will connect visitors with the 

Holistic Medicine & Healing
• Herbal Medicine & Energy Healing  
• Remedial Massage • Reiki • Workshops 
• Life Coaching • Meditation classes  

Personalised gift vouchers available
Angie Alexander 0413 587 943 
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri at Pelverata

Wed in Cygnet
www.ametrineholisticmedicine 

andhealing.com.au

WORKSHOPS
Presented by Upper Huon Wildlife Monitoring Landcare Group

Sunday 28 April, 1-4pm at Mountain River

Sunday 26 May, 1-4pm at Lonnavale

To RSVP or get further information, please visit:  
https://www.landcaretas.org.au/events

Freshwater ecologist, John Gooderham will lead each session where we will 
assess the status of a local river by surveying aquatic macroinvertebrates 
– known as waterbugs. The sessions are ‘hands on’ involving everyone to 
collect the bugs and use the latest technology to identify and record the 
sample using the Waterbug App. It’s free to download and fun to use. The 
data will be uploaded from each site to the Waterbug Blitz website and 
mapped to reflect local water quality, as indicated by the bugs collected 
in the survey (www.waterbugblitz.org.au). The sessions are suitable for 
young children to adults with participants using a mix of basic tools (hand 
lens, ice-cube tray and plastic spoon) and The Waterbug App, to identify 
live waterbugs.
Acknowledgements: These workshops are provided with the support of the Huon Valley Council.

Spring into a Waterbug Blitz! - National Waterbug Blitz - www.waterbugblitz.org.au 
All Content © 2018 National Waterbug Blitz - All Rights Reserved 

NATIONAL WATER BUG BLITZ – STYLE GUIDE 
 
 

Please follow your organisation’s style guide for documents and online 
communication if required. However, please keep the logo colouring and 

fonts consistent with this Style Guide. 
 
 
 
LOGO: 
 
Logo fonts: Olivier Regular & Raleigh Medium BT 
 
Colours:  
 
Black (text & outline) 
 
Aqua - 
 - RGB - #66CCCC  (102:204:204) 
 - CYMK – 55%:24%:0%:0% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEBSITE & PUBLICATIONS:     

The National Waterbug Blitz Team use the Tahoma font (12pt) 

For example: 

What is the Waterbug Blitz? 

The National Waterbug Blitz is Australia’s first nationwide waterway monitoring event.  
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BOOKS NEEDED
Port Cygnet Scouts need 
books for fundrais ing.  
To donate ph 6295 0136

YOGA WITH LYN
Tues 9.30am: yin 

Fri 10am: yin 
Cygnet Supper Room.

Contact LynLiddell@gmail.
com/0415 590 257

From back page 
causes, rather than having been 
slaughtered in an approved and 
licensed facility. There have been 
hundreds of similar recalls of pet 
food in Australia over the last dec-
ade. There is, incidentally, a short-
age of approved and operating 
slaughterhouses in Tasmania, due 
to infractions in practice reported 
by animal liberationists. The only 
operating facility in the Classifieds 
area has a chequered history and 
is currently for sale. 
The moral of this story? Don’t feed 
your pet with processed food un-
less you know what’s in it.

John fleming ii 
fleming@southbus.com.au

Opinion

Mon, Wed-Fri: 9am - 5pm
9am - 12pm
Closed Tuesdays, Saturdays, 
Sundays & public holidays

7004 Channel Hwy, Gardners Bay, 
via Jacinda Drive 
Ph 0402 222 966
EFTPOS AVAILABLE

The Hen House
NOw STOCkING  

GArdEN 
PrOduCTS

**CLOSEd TuESdAYS  
& SATurdAYS**

Organic chook pellets

All-natural dog biscuits  
made in Tasmania 

Laying hens available

New blister pack recycling scheme
Huon Valley Council is pleased 
to inform residents of collection 
points for blister pack recycling.  
This new service is free for resi-
dents, who are encouraged to 
drop off their empty packs at a 
convenient collection point.
Collection points are available at:
•  Southbridge Waste Transfer 

Station, 2899 Huon Highway, 
Huonville

•  Huon Valley Hub, 23 Main 
Street, Huonville

•  Dover Waste Transfer Station, 53 
Cemetery Road, Dover

•  Cygnet Waste Transfer Station, 
83 Tobys Hill Road, Cygnet

“For households, the blister packs 
that many medications come pack-
aged in are hard to avoid and par-
ticularly difficult to recycle,” said 

Huon Valley mayor Sally Doyle.
“This recycling program is a great 
opportunity to provide a solution 
for our community.”
The blister packs collected will be 
processed by the council’s recy-
cling partner Pharmacycle, who 
operate a large network of collec-
tion points and recycles 100% of 
packs collected.
“We chose to work with Pharma-
cycle due to its proven experience 
and transparency in their recycling 
processes,” said Mayor Doyle. 
“When the council provides a recy-
cling service to the community, we 
want to ensure we have done our 
due diligence in knowing where 
the materials are going to end up.”
To find out more about how the 
blister pack recycling process 
works, visit Pharmacycle’s website: 
www.pharmacycle.com.au 

huon valley CounCil

Work has commenced upgrading 
the Channel Highway south of 
Margate to improve road safety for 
motorcyclists and other road users.
The project will deliver improved 
road user safety for motorcyclists 
and other road users along the 
40km section of the Channel High-
way from south of Margate through 
to Verona Sands. It will deliver 
additional road signage including:
•  speed advisory signage;
•  the adjustment of concealed road 

signage;
•  side road signage;
•  changes in road topography 

signage.
There will also be the installation 
of new barriers with underrun pro-
tection and additional underrun 
protection to existing barriers on 

some corners.
Construction started on Monday 22 
April and will take about six weeks.
There will be some temporary traf-
fic changes to ensure the safety of 
workers and road users. A reduced 
speed limit will be in place during 
work hours and this may affect 
travel times.
Road users should allow up to 10 
minutes extra travel time during this 
work. Please keep to speed limits 
and follow the directions of traffic 
controllers and signs.
If you have any questions regard-
ing these works, please email the 
project team at channelhighway-
upgrade@stategrowth.tas.gov.au 
or phone 0411 621 170.

dePartment of state groWth

Safety improvements to the 
Channel Highway

From front page 
booklet has been well received by 
the community.
Among the interesting walks are 
Echo Sugarloaf Summit Track, Kings 
Hill Road Loop, Kays Beach to Gour-
lays Bay, a Lymington Road Coast 
Walk and the Two Churches Circuit.
Proceeds from the sale of the book-
let (just $2) goes to other projects 
being undertaken by the Cygnet As-
sociation to promote and develop 
the district.

the Cygnet assoCiation

Brochure 
highlights 
Cygnet walks

New mule  
for Bruny 
Emergency services on Bruny Is-
land now have a wheeled stretcher 
(known as a ‘mule’) at the ready!
Tasmania Police’s Search and 
Rescue unit helped to purchase 
the mule with funds raised by the 
Bruny Island Health Auxiliary, and 
ran training for volunteers from 
Tasmania SES, Ambulance Tasma-
nia and Tasmania Fire Service on 
how to use it.
The fundraising effort was assisted 
by Senior Constable Leonie Ridge.
The mule will be a valuable re-
source in the event of an emer-
gency.

tasmania PoliCe

Weather forecast for Huonville from bom.gov.au on Tuesday afternoon

Local Weather Forecast

Thursday Cloudy 7/15°

Friday Cloudy 8/17°

Saturday Cloudy 7/18°

Sunday Possible shower 7/18°

Monday Shower or two 8/16°

This week’s puzzle

The numbers 1 to 9 must ap-
pear in every row, column 
& 3 x 3 box. Use logic to de-
fine the answer, which will ap-
pear in next week’s Classifieds.

Last issue’s solution

25 April 2024

SUDOKU 9x9

Printing sudoku grids
https://1sudoku.com/print-sudoku

Solutions :

4 2 3 6 7 8 1 9 5
7 8 6 1 5 9 4 3 2
9 1 5 3 4 2 8 6 7
1 9 4 7 2 5 3 8 6
3 5 8 4 9 6 2 7 1
6 7 2 8 1 3 9 5 4
8 6 7 2 3 4 5 1 9
5 4 1 9 8 7 6 2 3
2 3 9 5 6 1 7 4 8

9 2 1 6 8 5 7 4 3
7 5 8 1 4 3 9 2 6
6 4 3 7 2 9 8 1 5
1 7 4 3 9 8 5 6 2
2 8 9 4 5 6 3 7 1
3 6 5 2 7 1 4 9 8
5 9 6 8 1 4 2 3 7
8 1 7 9 3 2 6 5 4
4 3 2 5 6 7 1 8 9

1sudoku.com 1sudoku.comn° 216240 - Level Medium n° 2461 - Level Medium

6 3 7 8 5 4 2 9 1
5 1 8 7 2 9 4 3 6
4 2 9 3 6 1 8 5 7
2 8 5 9 7 6 1 4 3
7 6 3 4 1 5 9 2 8
9 4 1 2 8 3 6 7 5
8 5 4 1 9 7 3 6 2
3 7 2 6 4 8 5 1 9
1 9 6 5 3 2 7 8 4

2 6 4 1 7 3 8 9 5
7 8 1 9 5 4 2 3 6
9 5 3 2 6 8 1 4 7
4 7 9 8 1 2 5 6 3
5 1 2 3 9 6 7 8 4
8 3 6 5 4 7 9 2 1
1 2 8 4 3 5 6 7 9
6 4 5 7 2 9 3 1 8
3 9 7 6 8 1 4 5 2

1sudoku.com 1sudoku.comn° 226430 - Level Medium n° 21856 - Level Medium

2 3 5 4 6 7 9 1 8
8 7 1 9 3 2 4 5 6
6 9 4 8 1 5 2 3 7
9 1 2 3 5 6 8 7 4
4 8 7 1 2 9 5 6 3
5 6 3 7 4 8 1 9 2
7 5 8 6 9 4 3 2 1
1 2 6 5 8 3 7 4 9
3 4 9 2 7 1 6 8 5

4 1 6 3 2 5 7 8 9
8 3 2 9 7 4 5 1 6
9 5 7 6 1 8 4 3 2
2 9 5 4 8 3 1 6 7
6 7 3 1 9 2 8 5 4
1 4 8 7 5 6 2 9 3
5 6 9 2 4 1 3 7 8
3 2 1 8 6 7 9 4 5
7 8 4 5 3 9 6 2 1

1sudoku.com 1sudoku.comn° 229452 - Level Medium n° 211352 - Level Medium

A small gesture for the environment: save paper by finding solutions online or on your mobile.

Page 2/2 - Check the solutions, print more sudoku puzzles for free and play online at: https://1sudoku.com/print-sudoku

Printing sudoku grids
https://1sudoku.com/print-sudoku

2 7 8 5
7 9

1 3 8 6
4 2 5 8

3 9 1
7 8 1 9
6 7 4 1

9 3
2 5 6 4

2 8 4
1 3 9

4 7
1 7 5 2
2 8 5 7 1
3 5 9 8

4 3
7 9 2

3 6 8
1sudoku.com 1sudoku.comn° 216240 - Level Medium n° 2461 - Level Medium

3 7 5 2 1
5 4

2 3 6 8
2 9 7 6

2 8 3 5
4 9 7 6
2 9

1 6 3 7 8

8 5
7 8 1 6
9 8 4

8 2 5
5 2 3 6 7 4

6 5 7
2 4 9

6 3 1 8
3 7

1sudoku.com 1sudoku.comn° 226430 - Level Medium n° 21856 - Level Medium

4 7 9
3 5 6

6 9 2 7
9 5 8 7 4

8 6
5 6 3 4 2
7 8 2 1
1 2 8

9 2 1

1 3 5 7
3 9 4 5 6

7 6 3
5 8 3

9
7 5 2

6 1 3
3 1 8 7 4

4 5 9 2
1sudoku.com 1sudoku.comn° 229452 - Level Medium n° 211352 - Level Medium

Page 1/2 - Check the solutions, print more sudoku puzzles for free and play online at: https://1sudoku.com/print-sudoku
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EMPLOYMENT
CLEANER REQUIRED

For Cygnet Town Hall . 
E xper i enced ,  f l e x ib le . 
Minimum 4 hours per week. 
Days of week negotiable. 
Send br ie f  resume to  

hall@southbus.com.au

DEADLINE

HUON VALLEY  
APPLE MAC REPAIRS

MacBooks, iMacs, iPads, 
iPhones, etc.  

20+ years’ experience. 
Call Graham 0420 321 113. 

graham@tr3.com.au

CHANGED DEADLINE 
CLASSIFIEDS LINE ADS 

MAY 9 EDITION 
The deadline for line ads 

for the 9 May edition of the 
Classifieds will be 

Monday 6 May at 4pm. 

TRADE OR SERVICE? 
Phone  

6295 1708  
to advertise 

or email 
editor@southbus.com.au 
Usual line ad deadline: 
4pm Tuesdays for the 
edition published on 

Thursday of the  
same week.

TRADES 

MIND & BODY
MARCUS TOBIN
Acupuncture.  

Herbal medicine. Remedial 
massage. Appointments six 

days. Ph 0407 070 144

REMEDIAL MASSAGE 
THERAPIST

Health Fund Rebates 
Available. Experienced, 
Professional Therapist  

in Gardners Bay.  
Radha 0439 834 409

SHIATSU
A Japanese form of deep 
tissue massage. $75 hr.

Contact Juanita on  
0419 348 964

CLASSES
YOGA WITH LYN
Tues 9.30am: yin 

Fri 10am: yin 
Cygnet Supper Room.

Contact LynLiddell@gmail.
com/0415 590 257

GUITAR TUITION 
THE GUITAR SCHOOL

All levels and styles taught  
at studios in City and 

Kingston areas.  
Ph Roger Southey  
0423 001 556

GARAGE SALE
SAT 27 & SUN 28 APRIL

9am to 4pm  
6 Connors Road, Cygnet

Rescheduled from last week – 
sorry for any inconvenience.

FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY
Struggling with your flat 

pack assembly?  
Call 0404 294 892 for all 

your carpentry needs.

CARPENTER / JOINER
30 years’ experience.  

Reno’s, decks, kitchens, 
pergolas, handyman. No 
job too small. Free quotes. 

Jason 0414 299 703

PAINTER
No job too small

Phone Peter: 0417 302 739

TASMANIAN LAND 
MANAGEMENT
Specialising in:

Bushfire Mitigation
Weed ID and Control
Land Rehabilitation

Facebook: Tasmanian Land
Management

Call Tracey: 0409 331 437
Call Jason: 0423 728 852

Email: info@tlmtas.net

CARPENTER
For all your building needs. 
Decks, renos, repairs, etc. 

Free quotes.  
Ph Warren 0427 442 042

HEAT PUMP INSTALLATION 
& GAS FITTING

Licensed airconditioning 
mechanic & gas fitter, 30+ yrs’ 
exp. Ph Nick 0447 514 044

FRESH AUTUMN DELIGHTS
New season, tree-ripened, 

spray-free
apples & pears.

Fresh local purple garlic.
Fresh dug potatoes
(k/becs, D/creams,  

K/Edwards, pink eyes.)
Fresh local veggies:

b/sprouts, broccolini,
English spinach, kale,

celeriac and Asian greens.
Fresh real free range eggs. 

Also organic eggs.
Lots more...

pure and natural 
homemade: 

jams, chutney, relishes.
large range local honey 
(unheated and manuka)

Ye Olde Oyster Cove Store
7am-7pm Ph 6267 4340

OPEN EVERY DAY 
www.oystercovestore.com.au

LOCAL GOURMET PRODUCTS
Bruny Island Cheeses, 
BISH smoked Atlantic 

salmon & trout. 
Fresh oysters delivered daily. 
Cygnet smoked ham & bacon. 
Grass fed beef & lamb products. 
Free range chicken breast 

& thigh cuts. 
New local organic beef.
Beef & pork sausages. 
Delivered daily, fresh 
sourdough breads.

Great selection 
of local Tasmanian wines, 

ciders & honey beers.
Ye Olde Oyster Cove Store

OPEN EVERY DAY  
7am - 7pm Ph 6267 4340
www.oystercovestore.com.au

SPECIALS
HUON VALLEY PAINTING

Interior/exterior. Call Adam 
on 0438 430 805

 BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION

Qualified builder available 
for all aspects of building. 
Housing, decks, concrete, 
pergolas & all maintenance. 
Free quotes. Fully licensed 
and insured, call or message 

Adam - 0400 834 603

LICENSED BUILDER 
AVAILABLE

Experienced with architectual 
work and working with 
owner builders. Timber 
windows and doors and 
solid timber joinery. Custom 
concrete retaining walls, 
s labs  and bench tops .  

Ph 0407 873 009

PLUMBER
General plumbing, 

emergency repairs and 
maintenance. 

Hot water cylinders and 
blocked drains. 

Phone 0427 776 456

ELECTRICIAN
Affordable, friendly, 
reliable. Free quotes. 

SJ Watkins Electrical Services.
Ph 0412 085 505

GUDDEN BUILDERS AND 
ExCAVATIONS

Fully l icensed builders. 
Specialising in earthworks, 
land clearing, roads, civil 
works, GPS work, driveways, 
house sites, house builds, 
extensions, decks and more. 
Excavators available in 5, 7, 
14, and 20 t. D6 bulldozer, 
10 yard tipper truck and 
more. License number. 
CC20400. Free quotes.  
Ph Rohan 0400 682 099 or 
Ronnie 0418 532 160

THE FLUE PRO 
WOODHEATING SERVICES
Chimney and flue cleans.

Woodheater repairs. 
Re-flues and installations. 
Tasmanian made quality 

parts. Sales of new heaters. 
Qualified and insured.  

Over 25 years experience. 
Ph 0407 040 641 

or 6239 3505

TV ANTENNA
Having trouble with 

your TV reception? Fast, 
reliable, quality work. John 
Matthews 0447 331 560

ALL HOME RENOVATIONS  
& MAINTENANCE
Michael Van Heel
Ph 0412 823 925 

Kitchen & bathroom 
cabinetry & benchtops. 
Heritage restorations. 

Timber windows. 
Bespoke timber furniture 

made to order, eg: tables, 
cabinets, shelving, built-in 

wardrobes. 
Hen houses, timber gates. 
European craftsmanship,  

28 years experience. 
Cost-effective.

 Instagram: @allhome 
renosandmaintenance

TREEWISE
The pruning specialist.  

Fully qualified  
and insured Arborist.  

Call Raz 0432 909 466

OUTDOOR GARDEN 
PRODUCTS

Plants & seedlings.
Garden mulches – pea 

straw & grass hay. Barley 
straw. Mushroom compost. 

Range of potting soils 
& animal manures – 

sheep, chicken & 3-in-1 mix.
Ye Olde Oyster Cove Store

OPEN EVERY DAY 
7am - 7pm Ph 6267 4340

GARDENING

for HIRE

Cygnet Town Hall & Supper Room
Events | Meetings | Classes | Exhibitions | Private functions

Phone 6295 1708

 

PRODUCE
FRESH PRODUCE IN SEASON 

Apples, beetroot, 
carrots, greens, spuds, 

onions,  
shallots & more.  

Richard’s farm stall, 
Woodcock Road, Cygnet. 

Thursday - Monday 
10am-late.

Simple.
Good value.
Advertise in the ClAssifieds

Line ads from $10.50, display ads from 
$22.50. Your display ad designed for you 
(proof supplied for approval). A large, 
loyal, ongoing readership which trusts 
in our publication and its advertisers. 
Lodge by phone or by email. 

Email editor@southbus.com.au or 
call 6295 1708 to place your advert

TRADE 
OR SERVICE? 

Ph 6295 1708
 to advertise
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Opinion

The Classifieds endeavours to ensure market details are correct, but recom-
mends that you consult market Facebook pages for up-to-date information.

around $5.7 billion. In 2018 the 
Senate enquired into ‘regulatory 
approaches to ensure the safety 
of pet food’ (https://www.aph.
gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/
Committees/Senate/Rural_and_
Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/
SafetyofPetFood). The report of that 
enquiry makes interesting reading, 
but as is so often the case, no ac-
tion was taken.
Even more interesting is the sub-
mission to that enquiry by the 
Pet Food Industry Association of 
Australia. (https://pfiaa.com.au/
pet-food-standards/). If you read it 
you may never open another can of 
pet food, given what is apparently 
permissible. There is an Austral-
ian Standard for the manufacture 
of pet food. It costs over $100. I 
didn’t buy it, and I imagine that 
this cost would be a barrier to 
popular access. I also found that 
there is a welter of informal mission 
statements, adherence to which is 
voluntary. A minority of companies 
even publish their own ‘standards’. 
Evidence of any enforcement is 
hard to come by.
There is some good news. The 
Australian Veterinary Association 
runs something called petFAST 
Reporting. “PetFAST is a system to 
track health problems in dogs and 
cats that are suspected of being 
associated with pet food, treats and 
pet meat. It is designed to identify 
possible patterns that might point 
to a cause. PetFAST is a voluntary 
joint initiative of the Australian 
Veterinary Association (AVA) and 
the Pet Food Industry Association 
of Australia (PFIAA)” (https://www.

the contaminated pet food in their 
freezers at home (www.abc.net.au/
news/2021-08-19/pet-food-case-
closed-but-no-charges-over-dead-
dogs/100389272).
The dogs had eaten pet food made 
from meat from the Maffra District 
Knackery in Gippsland. It was 
found to contain indospicine, a 
toxin found in a low-growing native 
Australian herb in the Indigofera 
genus. You would be justified in 
suspecting that the carcasses of 
cattle which had died as a con-
sequence of grazing on this weed 
were used in the manufacture of the 
pet food, and that the carcass meat 
used was not only contaminated 
as a result, but that the cattle had 
died accidentally from unknown 

Event Diary April
-27  Geeveston Art Show – 10am-4pm, Geeveston Town Hall
27 Deep South Blues Festival – 2-6pm, Southport Community Centre. Tickets at trybooking.com
27 Colourwork Knitting class – 10.30am-3.30pm, CUCKoO, 17 Mary Street, Cygnet
28 Beginners Knitting class – 10.30am-1.30pm, CUCKoO, 17 Mary Street, Cygnet

May
4 HMAS Huon crew visit – 10.30am march down main street starts at Heron Street, Huonville
4 Leap Concert – 6-9pm, Cygnet Town Hall. Tickets: Humanitix. $22 adult, kids under 12 free
5  Franklin Forest 2km free ecology guided walk – 10am-1pm. Meet at the Living Boat 

Trust, Franklin. Please book on Eventbrite or RSVP to friends.franklinforest@gmail.com

Market Diary April
27 Snug Beach Community Market – 10am-2pm, Snug Community Hall
28 Cygnet Autumn Garden Market – 10am-3pm, Cygnet Town Hall and environs
28 Franklin Market – 10am-2pm, Palais Theatre, Franklin
28 4 Seasons Market – 10am-2pm, Kingston Community Hall, 35 Redwood Road
28 Kingston Town Market – 9am-2pm, Kingston Town Shopping Centre carpark

May
2 Geeveston Feast – 5pm-8pm, Geeveston Hall and Visitor Centre

Disclaimer: I don’t own a pet. My 
interest in this topic was aroused 
by a recent news item about an 
outbreak of vitamin D poisoning 
attributed to manufactured pet 
food. And when we talk about 
manufactured pet food we are 
really only talking about what we 
feed to the cats and dogs who 
share our homes. In our suburban 
environment we procure their feed, 
largely, at the supermarket, not our 
friendly and verging on the extinct, 
local butcher. And it comes in cans. 
Last year, a veterinarian treated a 
number of animals that made her, 
and me, think about Australia’s 
pet food industry. She saw three 
dogs who had acquired vitamin D 
toxicity from their food, something 
that was confirmed through blood 
tests. These dogs presented with 
increased thirst and increased 
urination. And a couple of them 
were also vomiting. While two of 
these dogs recovered after a few 
weeks, one went into mild kidney 
failure and now has permanent 
kidney damage. Eventually this was 
attributed to a ‘bone-building’ sup-
plement added to many dog foods.
As you do, I carelessly Googled 
‘pet food’ by way of preliminary 
enquiry, and invoked a deluge of 
references. It is obviously a big, a 
very big, business. I pressed on. 
First question: is the manufacture 
of pet food in Australia regulated? 
No, apparently. This is surprising, 
given that there are more pets 
than humans in Australia. Around 
40% of households own a dog, 
and 27% a cat, the feeding of 
which is estimated to be worth 

ava.com.au/library-journals-and-
resources/ava-other-resources/
petfast/). I’m a bit sceptical about 
the industry connection but I guess 
it’s better than having them outside 
the tent.
There is little in the way of pet food 
prosecutions in Australia. In 2021 
the ABC News reported that “no 
charges have been laid over the 
sale and manufacture of contami-
nated pet food which killed 24 dogs 
and made a further 44 seriously ill 
with liver disease in Victoria”. A 
joint investigation by PrimeSafe 
and Agriculture Victoria found pet 
food manufacturing laws were not 
broken (!) and there was no fault 
in the supply chain. While retailers 
have recalled the toxic meat, au-
thorities are concerned more dogs 
could die if pet owners still have 

DUMMY

 continued page 6 

What’s that in Fido’s dish?


