
 
Handle them carefully, for words have more power 
than atom bombs. 
Pearl Strachan Hurd. 
 
Language exerts hidden power, like the moon on the 
tides. 
Rita Mae Brown. 
 
Speak softly and carry a big stick. 
Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
Language is power, life and the instrument of 
culture, the instrument of domination and liberation. 
Angela Carter. 
 
Language shapes the way we think, and determines 
what we can think about. 
Benjamin Lee Whorf. 
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Independent scholars make a vital contribution to the 
intellectual and cultural life of Australia. Yet, by virtue of 
their isolation, scattered presence and limited resources, 
the profile of this diverse national talent has been less 
evident than it ought to be. 
 
The Independent Scholars Association of Australia 
(ISAA) Inc, formed in 1995, aims to bring together and 
focus this national resource. 
 
ISAA is a network of scholars active in many areas 
including book and journal publications in the humanities, 
social science, science, and other disciplines; film and 
documentary scriptwriting and production, and journalism 
– work that in sum makes a contribution to national 
understanding and debate. 
 
 
 
 
ISAA’s goals are: 
 
♦ To raise the profile of independent scholars in 

Australia, and increase awareness of their diversity 
and expertise. 

♦ To facilitate the wide contribution of independent 
scholars to the public sphere. 

♦ To provide community and contact for scholars 
who, for the most part, conduct their work in some 
isolation. 

♦ To maintain a database of members, and their 
expertise and interests, for the use of members, 
and for the public and private sectors. 

♦ To represent independent scholars in financial, 
institutional and public matters. 

♦ To raise awareness of the needs of independent 
scholars on such matters as copyright, public and 
educational lending rights, freelance rates, and the 
market value payment for their participation as 
scholars in academic activities such as thesis 
examination, and in advisory and assessment roles. 

♦ To give a voice to dissent and independent 
opinion. 
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Including: 

♦ ISAA Annual Lecture 
6.00 pm, Thursday 18 October 2012 

♦ ISAA AGM 
2.30 pm, Friday 19 October 2012 
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